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 #8 Tracker Dealer In The USA For 2009

 We are proud to offer our 
 Tracker Boats at the same 
 price as Bass Pro Shops

 SAVE
 $2,000

 $13,820

 Tracker 
 Jon Boats

 10’   $499
 12’  $549
 14’  $664
 15’  $1034

 4-Stroke
 $2245

 Mercury 
 9.9

 Trailer 
 $599
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Huge Boat Inventory • Parts & Accessories • Factory Authorized Service Department
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 A new state record for length 
yellow perch was caught in early 
May.  Craig Hollandsworth was 
fishing at Summersville Lake.  
His fish measured 15 7/16 inch.      
These fish have never been 
stocked by our state agencies.  
Apparently, fish were trans-
ported by private individual 
from other areas.  Summersvile 
Lake and Cheat Lake seem to 
have the largest amounts of  these 
fish. Photo courtesy of Christy's Trading 
Post in Mt. Nebo.

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2010

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@verizon.net
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

NOW ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
20 YEARS



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574

Parsons
One Stop

Game
Check

3-D Archery - 32 Target
Indoor Archery Range

Hunting Supplies

Beverages - Food - Groceries
Buckeye Feed

Rt. 16 North Of
GRANTSVILLE, WV

304-354-6941

New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND

SIMS DEAD ZONE
ALPINE

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

continiue to the next page

Doug Koenlien hooked a 5 pound 
smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of MAD 
Sporting Goods in Boaz.

BOOKING WILD BOAR HUNTS
 Game Checking Station

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

Bass Biology

BARNETT
EXCALIBER

CROSSBOWS

Cold Blooded:
Their body temperature and more 
importantly, their metabolism is 
controlled by water temperature. 
The warmer the water, the higher 
their metabolism. Bass are most 
active between about 60 degrees 
and 75 degrees. Below about 50 
degrees, their metabolism slows 
down, causing them to eat infre-
quently. Above about 80 degrees, 
low dissolved oxygen levels in 
the water place them under stress. 
Dead perch may be an indication of 
low oxygen levels.
   What’s more important than the 
current water temperature is what’s 
happening to it (i.e. is it going up 
or down?). Changes in water tem-
perature affect shallow bass much 
more than those residing in deep 
water. Keep in mind that water 
temperature is but one factor to 
consider when putting together a 

fishing strategy.
A Schooling Fish:
If you catch a bass, you’re likely 
to catch another in the same area. 
So once you “locate” bass, slow 
down and fish the area thoroughly. 
But don’t put caught fish back in 
the water. Instead, put them in the 
livewell if you want to catch more 
fish. Panicked bass will scare the 
others off.
   Pay attention to depth: the deeper 
the water, the tighter the school. 
Bass of similar sizes tend to school 
together.
Near Bottom:
Bass usually will be on the bottom 
or something that represents bot-
tom. Usually, the closer to the bot-
tom they are, the more they’re in 
a position to feed. Knowing where 
the bottom is dictates what type of 
lure you use. Bottom contour, com-
position and depth play important 

roles in finding bass.
Seek Safety:Predators:
Bass are predators - they like live 
prey. But they don’t hunt for prey, 
instead they prefer to lie in wait for 
an unsuspecting victim to happen 
by. Therefore, casting accuracy and 
presentation are vital to bass fish-
ing success.
Seek Safety:



R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV

Open: 10-5 Tues.-Fri.  9-1 Sat.
Closed on Sunday & Monday

We Buy, Sell
and Trade WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

304-536-3606
Phone

Rt. 60  E. Main St.
Bank1st Traffic

Light

Large Selection
New & Used Guns

Mtn. Gun

WANTED: OLD FISHING LURES
MADE

BEFORE
1960

• FOR LARGE PERSONAL COLLECTION
Contact:   Galen “Grumpy” Ash

Rt. 2 Box 353   Salem, WV    26426

304-782-2324
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Effeciciency • 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. • Commercial Rentals

OHIO
HUNTING
PROPERTY

80 ACRES
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Timber - Building Area
City Water

$125,000
304-679 5744 - 304-588-1067

Young Jarrett Smoll hooked 
his 1st nice  bass.  Photo cour-
tesy of Burnsville Docks on the lake.

Donald Belcher, from Summers-
ville, took a nice buck.  

While bass are a predator fi sh, they 
can also become the prey. Bass use 
cover and depth as refuge from 
other predators. Smallmouths and 
spotted bass prefer deeper water 
than do largemouths. But even 
largemouths - which may be found 
in water only inches deep - require 
relatively deep water to be nearby.
Near Structure:
Bass use objects as places to launch 

an ambush. They’ll use just about 
anything - pilings, rocks, tires, 
wood, bushes, weeds, sunken ob-
jects or anything “different” from 
the bottom.
Near Edges:
When in a feeding mood, bass will 
position themselves on edges or 
“transitions” of any sort because 
it’s easier to dart out and catch their 
prey. Bass prefer to be at or near the 
junction of any two or more fea-
tures, including: small rocks and 
big rocks; shallow water and deep 
water; shady areas and sunlit ar-
eas; current and still water; weeds 
and open water; emergent weeds 
and mossy weeds; wood cover and 
weedy cover; etc.
Opportunistic:
Bass usually feed on crawfi sh, scul-
pin, and minnows. They won’t stay 
long where there’s no food so learn 
where to fi nd the prevalent and pre-
ferred food types in each season, 
and you’ll fi nd bass. They will eat 
an easy meal, so crippled and in-
jured prey are they’re fi rst choice 
- even if it’s not on their main 
menu. Bass have been known to eat 
worms, insects, panfi sh, frogs, liz-

ards, salamanders, snakes and even 
birds!
Spawners:
Through much of the year, par-
ticularly from late winter through 
spring, bass usually can be found 
in or near spawning areas, namely 
fairly shallow, fl at areas with some 
cover and with quick access to 
deeper water. Everything they do 
throughout the year is connected 
to the spawn. When searching for 
beds, keep in mind that generally 
the deeper the bed, the bigger the 
bass.



• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY Beer & Alcohol

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits
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Snakehead Fish
   Recent reports from Maryland 
and Virginia on the presence of 
snakehead fish in their waters are 
cause for concern for West Vir-
ginia. Snakeheads have not been 
collected by our fisheries staff, or 
reported caught by anglers in West 
Virginia waters, but they have been 
found in a pet shop and in a home 
aquarium. We are concerned that 
these and other invasive aquatic 
species could become established 
in West Virginia and cause signifi-
cant harm to our aquatic environ-
ments, particularly sport fish popu-
lations.
  Please do not release the fish if 
you think that it may be a snake-
head. Snakeheads have been added 
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice’s injurious wildlife list (Cur-
rent Injurious Wildlife Species List 
). Under this regulation, the impor-
tation into the United States and 
transportation across state lines are 
illegal . Additionally, West Virginia 
state law regulates the release of 
fish and other aquatic organisms 
into waters of the state.
  Invasive aquatic species are an 
increasing threat to aquatic ecosys-
tems across the country. Introduc-
tions of invasive zebra mussels and 
round gobies have had impacts on 
sport fishing in Lake Erie , and some 
species of Asian carp are threaten-
ing the Great Lakes as well. Recre-

ational impacts and economic costs 
associated with invasive species 
can be substantial if invasive spe-
cies do become a problem. Control 
measures usually are very expen-
sive and difficult to implement. 
Informing anglers of these threats 
is important because they are our 
best first line of defense to guard 
against invasive species. 

This is what a snakehead looks like.  
Similar to a bowfin but with a more 
ellongated head.  Don’t release.
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Come See
Us For Lots
of GREAT

BARGAINS!

‘Compliments of Alligator Jack’s Vendors’

OPEN YEAR ROUND 
Fridays 10am-5pm

Saturdays & Sundays 9am-5pm
Located in Pomeroy, OH on 

St. Rt. 7, 1/4 mile south of US 33
in the old Pamida Building

www.gatorfleamarket.com

HUNTING SUPPLIES

continue to the next page HUNTING LEASE
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BEVERAGES

Now Selling

���������

OUR STAUNTON AVE. STORE  IS NOW

NEAR CORNING RAMP

�������������������������
�������������

���

���
1400 STAUNTON AV.

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI

1400 STAUNTON AV.
PARKERSBURG, WV

304-428-8461

• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS • MEALWORMS
• NIGHTCRAWLERS - TERMINAL TACKLE - RODS & REELS

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER & MORE

DISCOUNT
TOBACCO

Propane
Filled

PARKERSBURG’S ONLY COMPLETE LIVE BAIT STORE
   Preliminary laboratory results 
from a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service analysis of crappie from 
Stonewall Jackson Lake indicate 
that the recent fish kill is the re-
sult of a heavy columnaris infec-
tion found in the fish, according 
to Bret Preston, Assistant Chief of 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources’ Wildlife Resources 
Section.
 “While we are awaiting final re-
ports from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Northeast Fish Health 
Center in Lamar, Pa., initial find-
ings suggest that the fish died from 
a bacterial infection,” said Preston.
  Columnaris bacteria are common-
ly found in water and generally do 
not cause problems in fish. Fish 
health can be affected by a number 
of environmental conditions. Indi-
vidually, these conditions usually 
do not pose problems for fish, but 
a combination of conditions may 
cause enough stress to allow a dis-
ease to spread rapidly through a 

Infection Causes

Sam Sutton, from Parkersburg, 
bagged a 42 pound Wood Coyote.

Ronnie Somerville hooked a 42” 
catfish.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait 
in Elizabeth.

population. 
  DNR fisheries management staff 
are cooperating with the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmen-
tal Protection and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to review water 
quality data to determine if condi-
tions such as water temperature or 
dissolved oxygen could be associ-
ated with the fish kill involving 
more than 1,000 fish, mostly crap-
pie.
  “Columnaris outbreaks and fish 
kills in other areas of the country 
have been linked to unusually high 
or rapidly changing water tem-
peratures or low dissolved oxy-



ROBERTS’ FISHING HOLEROBERTS’ FISHING HOLE

NOW
OPEN

 *2 Ponds
*only $10 For Two Poles

*Keep Four Catfish 
Under 10 pounds

*LIVE BAIT
*FIshing Tackle
*Drinks/snacks

LIGHTS
AROUND POND

Located On Rt. 5
6 Miles West Of

GLENVILLE,WV

Recently Stocked
• Big Catfish Over 10 Pounds

  Stay In The Pond

304-462-8649

Bryan Summers landed this 32 
pound catfish.  Photo courtesy of Rob-
erts’ Fishing Hole in Glenville.
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   Preliminary laboratory results 
from a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service analysis of crappie from 
Stonewall Jackson Lake indicate 
that the recent fish kill is the re-
sult of a heavy columnaris infec-
tion found in the fish, according 
to Bret Preston, Assistant Chief of 
the West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources’ Wildlife Resources 
Section.
 “While we are awaiting final re-
ports from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Northeast Fish Health 
Center in Lamar, Pa., initial find-
ings suggest that the fish died from 
a bacterial infection,” said Preston.
  Columnaris bacteria are common-
ly found in water and generally do 
not cause problems in fish. Fish 
health can be affected by a number 
of environmental conditions. Indi-
vidually, these conditions usually 
do not pose problems for fish, but 

a combination of conditions may 
cause enough stress to allow a dis-
ease to spread rapidly through a 
population. 
  DNR fisheries management staff 
are cooperating with the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmen-
tal Protection and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to review water 
quality data to determine if condi-
tions such as water temperature or 
dissolved oxygen could be asso-
ciated with the fish kill involving 
more than 1,000 fish, mostly crap-
pie.
  “Columnaris outbreaks and fish 
kills in other areas of the country 
have been linked to unusually high 
or rapidly changing water tem-
peratures or low dissolved oxy-
gen levels,” said DNR District 3 
Fisheries Biologist Kevin Yokum, 
who is investigating the fish kill at 
Stonewall Jackson Lake.  “We are 

looking at the possibility that high 
water temperatures and earlier than 
usual stratification of the lake may 
have coincided with the spawning 
period of crappie in the lake. The 
added stress during spawning may 
have affected crappie and made 
them vulnerable to a columnaris 
infection.”



DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Bowtech • Refl ex • Crossbows

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More
Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

We Accept Major Credit Cards

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11-6 Mon to Sat

www.doddssportinggoods.com
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Norma Stout landed a 22” saugeye. 
Photo courtesy of Broken Wheel Camp-
ground in Weston.

www.wvasportsman.net Doug Koenlien literally has his hands full of catfi sh.  Photo courtesy of MAD 
Sporting Goods in Boaz.



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850
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2010 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

Pontoon & Pleasure Boats

G 3 Aluminum
Boats

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer

2010 Spring Turkey Harvest

Young Dalton Mercer, from Tyler 
County, got a gobbler on the spe-
cail youth day.  

 Preliminary figures indicate West 
Virginia hunters harvested 10,006 
bearded turkeys statewide during 
the recently completed 2010 spring 
gobbler season. This year’s spring 
harvest is approximately two per-
cent above the 9,787 birds taken in 
2009.  It is the first time the spring 
harvest exceeded 10,000 since 
2006.
   The top five counties in 2010 were 
Mason (536), Marshall (316), Put-
nam (315), Lincoln (278), and Har-
rison (269).  Four of the state’s dis-
tricts had slight declines; however, 
two districts showed an increase in 
harvest from last year. Harvests in 
the western and southwestern por-
tions of the state were higher in 
2010.  District 5 showed the great-
est percentage increase (35), while 
District 2 had the largest decrease 
at 12 percent.
  “Our biologists predicted a very 
similar kill in 2010 based on brood 
reports,” said Curtis I. Taylor, Chief 
of the Wildlife Resources Sec-
tion of the West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources.  “Normal 
weather conditions across much of 
the spring season enabled hunters 

to have plenty of time afield.  In ad-
dition, a good carryover of mature 
toms provided many mornings of 
recreation for Mountain State hunt-
ers.”
 Biologists had forecast a spring 
harvest of approximately 10,000 
gobblers for 2010 based on past 
data.  The lack of available mast 

during fall 2009 may have affected 
gobbling in some regions but the 
overall population survived the 
winter in good shape.  
 With more favorable winter 
weather conditions and sufficient 
fall foods, there should be an abun-
dance of gobblers for the 2011 
spring season, Taylor predicted.



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered
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Hawg-Master Charters
10183 Millers Road • Lyndonville, NY 14098

Fully Licensed and Insured

     
        

Niagara River
Fall • Winter • Spring

Steelhead • Brown Trout • Lake Trout
      Summer
  Smallmouth Bass 
                    Fall

Salmon • Steelhead • Bass • Musky
$300 - 2 person  $375 - 3 Person 7/hrs.

Lake Ontario
Summer

Trout • Salmon
Fully Equipped 30’ Sportfisherman

$550 4 person/8 hours
$650 6 person/8 hours

Fishing 12 Months A Year
“We Clean Your Catch”

www.hawgmastercharters.com

All Tackle
And Bait
Supplied

TROUT  SALMON
BASS  MUSKY
STEELHEAD

Call For Info:
800-464-0103

Safe
Showroom

Scott Rader hooked a big musky 
and catfish.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s 
Bait in Elizabeth.

TEAM BUCKHORN
Full Line Archery Shop

BOWTECH • DIAMOND • PARKER 
Full Selection Of Hunting Accessories

Off Of Rt. 460 Halls Ridge Rd.
1/4 Mile East Of Walmart

PRINCETON, WV
304-431-2825 

ALL FORMS 
OF 

 We Book Hunts
Spring Black Bear-Deer- Elk-Caribou

TAXIDERMY

Keith Davis, from Reedy, caught and released this nice musky recently.  

Stop By Our
NEW STORE

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Ad Rates Are On
Page Three



World’s GreatestThe 

Ground Blind!Ground Blind!
World’s Greatest

Adaptive Camouflage TechnologyAdaptive Camouflage TechnologyTMTM

Visit us at  or Call us at 740-374-6766www.GhostBlind.com

Forget Everything You Know About 
Hunting Blinds.
Adaptive Camouflage System - a Leader in 
Mirror Blind Technology.
Hunt Undetected and be Comfortable.
Easily Shoot Your Gun, Bow or Crossbow 
From a Seated Position.
Instant Setup-Less Than 1 Minute.

TMIncludes the Total Gear Carry System .
Safely Keeps Your Feet on the Ground.
More Comfortable Than Tree Stands.
Easily Re-locate if Busted or Wind Shifts.
It’s Like Getting Unlimited Camo Blinds for 
the Price of One - One Ghostblind Works 
Everywhere.

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

MADE INMADE IN

USAUSA

�

�

�
�

�

�
�
�
�
�

Not Seeing Is Believing!Not Seeing Is Believing! TMTM

Endorsed by:Endorsed by:

Mr. WhitetailMr. Whitetail
Larry WeishuhnLarry Weishuhn
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ADKINS
(304) 521-8075

  GAME CHECKING
2 Miles From Beech Fork Campground

4863 1/2   Green Valley Road
HUNTINGTON, WV

• All Types Of Live Bait - Tackle
• Groceries For Campers

LIVE BAIT

Archery Bows &  Equipment
Hunting Supplies

1:30PM to 9PM M-F  Sat 8AM to 10PM  Sun Noon to 6PM

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

QUEST BOWS - From G5
EASTON ARROWS - Custom Made

Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434

continue to the next page

Yevette Brown hooked a 5 pound 
largemouth at Blustone Lake.  Photo 
courtesy of Three Rivers Edge in Hinton.

 

BAIT & TACKLE

LIVE BAIT
• Minnows

• Worms & More

GASOLINE
COLD BEER
BEVERAGES

SNACKS

RIVER ACCESS GAS
    • DOCK SHOPPING
    • 3/4 MILE FROM

THE OHIO RIVER ON
THE BIG HOCKING

Large Selection Of Fishing Supplies
• Rods • Reels • Terminal Tackle & More

Season long crappie & catfish tournaments.  Enter anytime.
$10 each contest.    Contest ends on October 31st.  

Winners receive the cash collected in each contest, plus a 
trophy.  Largest length determines the winners.

Located On St. Rt 144
HOCKINGPORT, OHIO

740-667-6366 or 740-591-1531
M-Thur: 8AM - 8PM
Fri - Sat: 8AM - 9PM

Sun: 8AM - Noon

Carry-out By Car or Boat

NOW SELLING - GUNS/AMMOCatfish & Carp
Bait Recipes

   Looking for carp or catfish this 
summer?  Try some of these reci-
pes for success on the WV waters.
Premium Carp Bait Recipe
Ingredients:
1 can creamed corn (blended)
2 Tbsps sugar
2 cps corn meal
1 cup Corn Flakes crumbs
1 Tbsp of corn starch
Mix corn meal and corn starch in a 
bowl and set aside.
Preparation:
Heat blended cream corn to bub-
bling, turn down to simmer, add 
sugar and disolve, slowly add corn 
meal mix until you get a thick 
paste, remove from heat and cool 5 
minutes.  Put in a large bowl and 
add 1 cup of Corn Flakes Crumbs 
(found in baking section of super-
market) mix thoughouly, and wah 
lah.....premium corn dough ball.  
No need to refrigerate if using right 
away.  May refrigerate unused 
portion but warm to room tempera-
ture before using.
Catfish/Carp Corn Bait
Ingredients:
Can of whole corn
Vanilla extract

Preparation:
Drain the water from the can of 
corn, and leave only about 5 per-
cent water in the can.
Pour enough vanilla in the can until 
the corn turns a brownish-yellow 
color (use your own judgement).
Shake the can, and let the vanilla 
absorb into the corn.
Depending on your hook, I per-
sonally use a #2 treble hook, you 

should be able to slide on about 4 
or 5 good sized pieces of corn.
Anise Carp Bait
Ingredients:
7 slices white bread-remove crusts
1 raw egg
1 raw carrot-shaved
1 cap anise
flour
Preparation:



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

    wvasportsman.net
Sam Dorsey cught a mess of fi sh.  
Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.

continue to the next page

Break up bread into 2 inch pieces
Add egg, carrot, and anise
Hand mix
Refrigerate overnight
Next day, lightly fl our
Make small dough balls (keep in 
plastic bag sealed to prevent drying 
out).
Simple Dough Bait
Ingredients:
1 cup fl our
1 cup corn meal
1 cup water
Vanilla extract (as much as de-
sired)
Preparation:
Put the corn meal and fl our into a 
bowl.
Put the water into a pot and add as 
much vanilla fl avor as you want.
After the water begins to boil add 
mixture of fl our and corn meal, let 
absorb the water then take the 
pot off the heat.
Knead and mush the mixture until 
dough is thick enough to stay on 
your hook.
Put into a Ziploc baggie after it 
cools.
Sure Shot Carp Bait
Ingredients:
Wheaties
vanilla extract
wheat germ
banana
whole corn
sugar
Preparation:
Put Wheaties in large type bowl 

several handfuls
Add banana combine with Wheat-
ies until it begins to stick together 
then add vanilla extract
Add in wheat germ, then corn
Put a pinch of sugar in also
Mix all together until you get sticky 
type results.
Strawberry/Rice
Ingredients:
Rice
Ketchup
Hot sauce
Strawberry Kool-aid or strawberry 



DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
• Exotic Rams and Goats
• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
• African & Asian Species

(740) 596-4711

58501 US Rt 50, McArthur, OH 45651
e-mail Dannie@DDRanch.com
Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
HUNTING/FISHING LICENSE
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 47 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

continue to the next page

Chris Quick caught her 1st three muskies in consecutive days at Stonewall 
Jackson Lake.  Thsi Buckhannon native landed this 47”, 27 pounds 1st.

Jello
Mix and put it in a container. Let sit 
in the refrigerator.

Blood Bait
Ingredients:
Brown sugar
Vanilla Extract
Bag of fresh chicken breasts or 
some other kind of meat with plen-
tiful blood
Piece of plywood or some other 
container.
Preparation:
First start off by pouring your blood 
onto your container (make sure its 
a flat container.)
Then sprinkle a thick layer of brown 
sugar onto your blood bait.

Let the blood dry up and become 
crusty and dry.
Pour your bottle of vanilla extract 
onto the blood bait covering as 
much as possible.
Once again sprinkle a thick layer 

Brian and McKenna Galloway, 
from Mt. Clare, are shown with a 9 
3/4 and 8 1/2 pound hybrids caught 
at the Willow Island Dam

of brown sugar onto the blood bait 
again, then using a fork punch 
holes all over the bait.
Remove your bait from the ply-
wood or container and let that side 
dry if necessary, then cut into 3/4 
of 
an inch by 3/4 of an inch squares or 
something appropriate for the hook 
you use.
Sure Fire Bait
Ingredients:
4 to 5 cups of crushed corn flakes.

continue to the next page
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportman Magazine
Distributed For FREE and also On The Internet FREE

Reach thousands of interested customers each month.
www.wvasportsman.net

Advertising Details Are On Page 3

1/4 cup vanilla abstract
1 cup Big Red (or any strawberry 
soda)
Preparation:
Mix the crushed corn fl akes and in-
gredients into a microwavable bowl 
and microwave for 6 minutes.
Let stand for 10 minutes.
Mix well and make into small 
balls.
Note: If mixture is not fi rm enough 
to remain on a treble hook, add 
more crushed corn fl akes.
Buffalo Bait
Ingredients:
Cotton seed meal
Chocolate syrup or strawberry syr-
up
Add black pepper for buffalo carp.
Preparation:
Combine ingredients and use wa-
ter, as needed, to make into dough 
balls.
King Cat Bait
Ingredients:
Tuna (3 cans)
Minced Garlic (1 tsp)
Rotten Cheese (1/2 stick Velveeta)
Preparation:
Add Tuna, Rotten Cheese and Gar-
lic in 1 quart bowl.
Stir with spoon.
Peanut Butter/Bread Bait
Ingredients:
Peanut Butter
2 pieces of Whole Wheat Bread
Water
Preparation:
take two pieces of wholewheat 

Paul Lester hooked a 5 poound, 6 
oz. smallmouth on the New River.  
Photo courtesy of Three Rivers Edge in 
Hinton.

bread and cut off crust
spread peanut butter on one side 
only of each piece
put peanut butter slices together 
and put into bowl
add (only) 2 tablespoons of water 
and work with your hand
when ready it will leave your hand 
and bowl clean.
Catfi sh Cornfl akes
Ingredients:   
Corn Flakes
water
cheese powder from Mac and 
Cheese mix
creamy peanut butter
Preparation:
Take the Corn Flakes and add 
water and smash it together 
with a fork.
Let it sit for 5 minutes than add 
the cheese powder and mix.
Then add the peanut butter and 
mix and mash very well.
Freeze it until you are ready to 
fi sh.
Strawberry Catfi sh Bait
Ingredients:

2cups of instant oats
3 oz of straberry jello
lake water (from where your going 
to fi sh)
Preparation:
Mix instant oats, strawberry jello, 
and lakewater in a 1 gallon zip-loc 
baggie.
Mix until blended well.

continue to the next page
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Ohio River Team Tournaments
All Events 7am to 4pm  -  SIgn Up At The Ramp - All Numbers Assigned At The Ramp Only

April 25
May 23
June 27
July 25
Aug. 22
Sept. 19

Ohio River Events
Moundsville
St. Marys
Moundsville
St. Marys
Moundsville
St. Marys

Salt Fork Lake
Monday

May 31 - Main Marina

$1,000 1st Place
Based On 40 Teams

$80 Entry Fee (CASH)
No Late Fees - Enter At The Ramp Only

$10 Big Bass
Pays 2 Places Over 20 Teams

Best 4 Out Of 7 Weights
Wins Team A Trip To Lake Shawn

Wright’s Riverside Marine
Ranger - Stratos - G3

St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Backwater Bait
Rt 7 

Newport, OH
740-473-BAIT

MAD Sporting Goods
Rt. 14

Boaz, WV
304-375-2070

Hess Fish & Tackle
Co. Rd 16

Ellenboro, WV
304-8693311

FISHERMEN WELCOME • FREE OUTSIDE ELECTRIC
Nearby Burnsville Lake - Cedar Creek State Park

Glenville Inn & Conference Center
61 Best Western Drive

Rt. 5
Glenville, WV (304)462-5511

1-800-WESTERN
• Handicapped Rooms
• Exercise Facilities
• In-Room Coffee Maker
• High-Speed Wireless

• Cable Free - HBO
• Free Local Calls
• King Size Beds
• Business Center

• Continental Breakfast
• Remote Control TV
• Meeting/Conference
• Banquet Room

12 Miles West
From I 79

Reilley’s Motel
Rt. 2

Glen Dale, WV
304-221-2061

continue to the next page

Press mixture (in baggie) fl at and 
let sit for 2-3 days.
Nuke Bait
Ingredients:
2 cups cornmeal
1 1/2 cups fl our
1 cup oatmeal
3 tsp maple syrup
1/2 tsp salt
1 pkg gelatin(strawberry,cherry,gra
pe-Any fl avor)
1 tsp vanilla
2 cups water
1 bag of small fl avored marshmal-
lows
Preparation:
Pour all ingredients except fl our 
into pot, mix together
On medium-low heat, stir all ingre-
dient together till all marshmallows 
are gone
Add 1/2 cup fl our and stir till there 
is no fl our left.
Add another 1/2 cup fl our and stir 
till there is no fl our left
And once again add another 1/2 
cup fl our and stir till there is no 
fl our left
Keep stiring till its like dough or 
till your wrist is broken, what ever 
comes fi rst :-)

Put in a old butter tub and place in 
fridge till ready to use
When at the water, roll into good 
sized ball around hook.
Coconut Bait
Ingredients:
cut pieces of chicken bait
coconut essence
Preparation:
You will fi nd coconut essence at 
your local grocery store. Just mix 
that with cut chicken bait over-
night 
and you will be ready.
Sardine Oil Bait
Ingredients:
one can of Sardines with oil

a couple dozen worms or crawlers
Preparation:
Simply mix all together.
Hotdog Bait
Ingredients:
six pack of really cheap hotdogs
teriyaki or vinegar
garlic salt
powdered iced tea
brown sugar
seasoned salt
parmesan cheese
Preparation:
Cut hotdogs up into lots of small 
pieces.
Do the same for some bacon.



SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE
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21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

Family Fishing & Camping

Rt. 50 Between Bridgeport & Grafton
304-265-1000 Rt. 2 Box 290 Grafton, WV 26354

OPEN
7 Days A Week

Catfish - Bass - Trout - Bluegill
Camping Daily or Year Round

~ We Now Have Hybrid Striped Bass ~
Cabin & Camper

Rentals

4 Ponds

Ryan Bragg caught a trout.  Photo 
courtesy of JBC Archery in Shady Spring.

Fri/Sat Tournaments      $25 A Pole 1st Sat.

put all the chopped pieces in a jar 
and pour some teriyaki, vinegar - it 
doesn’t matter what kind.
add garlic salt, powdered iced tea, 
brown sugar, seasoned salt and par-
mesan cheese.
Hamburger Bait
Ingredients:
1 pound hamburger
two cups Wheaties
half jar of strawberry jelly
flour
Preparation:
Start with 1 pound hamburger, add 
two cups Wheaties and mix togeth-
er
Add about a half jar of strawberry 
jelly the bait will be very moist and 
sticky
Take some flour and mix and knead 
bait until you get your desired stiff-
ness to stay on hook.
Oatmeal/Sardine Catfish Bait
Ingredients:
oatmeal
sardines
Preparation:
Mix sardines with oatmeal.
Add water* until oatmeal will stay 
on hook
*It does not hurt to use the soybean 

oil that the sardines came in. Adds 
to the water a slick for fish to 
follow.
Instant Carp Bait
Ingredients:
Garlic Salt
Water
Cup of Flour
Wheaties
Preparation:
Mix Wheaties, Garlic Salt and 
Flour together (Wheaties needs to 
be crunched)
Dip in water
Mold into balls.
Chicken Liver Catfish Bait
Ingredients:
1 pound bag of instant grits plain
chicken livers
anise extract
Preparation:
First dump grits in a bucket
Separately blend chicken livers up 
with the anise extract then put in 
with grits mix until the texture is 
good enough to stay on hook
You may or may not need to add 
more grits
First put a sugar corn pop on the 
hook then wrap mixed dough 
around the pop.

Young Simon Carr landed his first 
catfish - a 29 pounder.  Photo cour-
tesy of PaPa Tom’s Lake in Ravenswood.



Hunting - Fishing
and Marine

Rt. 10 & Hughes Branch Rd.
HUNTINGTON, WV

304-736-4276

One Of WV’s Largest
Selections Of Fishing Tackle

Large Variety Of
LIVE BAIT

St. Croix - Shimano
Zebco - Bass Pro & More
Custom Spinner & Buzz Baits

Lead Sinkers Of All Types
Gamakatsu • Owner
XPS • Excel • Stren

P Line • Sufix • Trilene
Spro • Bandit • Bomber
Norman • Cotton Cordell
 Berkely Power Worms

Gulp • Yum • Cabin Creek
Venom • Gitzit • Reaction
Jewel Bait • Eakins • Hart

Prowler • Hard Nose • Storm
Bitsy Bug • Stanley Wedge

White River • Super Duper
Mike’s • Uncle Josh •Joe’s 

Stop By Justin’s Before Your Next Hunting Or Fishing Trip!

CSS Archery
Deer & Turkey Supplies
Ammunition - Knives

Boots & Clothing
Pistols & Guns
Muzzleloaders

Pistol Holsters & MORE!!

Let’s Go
Fishing!
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Owen Adkins caught a 5 pound 
smallmouth. Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.

www.hicalguns.com

Lay-Away - Consignments - Transfers
Gun Cleaning - Bore Sighting - Ammunition

“GET YOUR SHOT ON”
1301 1/2 Garfield Ave.

PARKERSBURG,WV
304-485-4866
Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm

Sat. 10am to 8pm

Pistols
Rifles

Shotguns
Accessories

HIGH CALIBER
GUNS AMMO

Bruce Bumgardner hooked a 10 
pound bass. Photo courtesy of Broken 
Whel Campground in Weston.

Rita Koenlien landed a 5 pound 
bass. Photo courtesy of MAD Sporting 
Goods in Boaz.



• A/C
• TV - VCR
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S
2563 RITTER DRIVE

On Rt. 19
SHADY SPRING, WV

304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Alpine
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check

MAIL IN FISH PHOTOS Form On
Page 38

Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

21 Years Experience

304-473-0752

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

Young Ryan and Roger Bragg took their 1st turkeys - a 21 /12 and a 17 1/2 
pounder.  Photo courtesy of JBC Archery in Shady Spring.



Scott Marples landed a 58 pound 
catfish.  Photo courtesy of Family Fish-
ing in Grafton.
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • Martin
Bear • PSE • Mission

Whisper Creek

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Handyman - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Remington Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• PAINTBALL SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
8AM TO 8PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Tom Godby hooked a 6 1/2 pound 
smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of Water-
front Sporting Goods in Alderson.

Fishing Boats 

Johny Hart caught several drum.  
Photo courtesy of jarrett’s Bait in Eliza-
beth.



Lavalette, WV

2010 MODEL PONTOONS @ 2007 PRICES

Sweetwater 24’
$20,999

w/50 Honda 4-Stroke, Trailer, Storage Cover, 
Propane Grill, Changing Room & More

Sweetwater 20’
$16,999

w/50 Honda 4-Stroke, Trailer, Storage Cover, 
Propane Grill, Livewell, Changing Room & More

#1 Sweetwater Dealer in the USA in 2009!

FISH
MOUNTS

304-679-3915

T
A
X
I
D
E
R
M
I
S
T

CLARK’S TAXIDERMY
Turning Hunting & Fishing Memories Into Lifetime Treasures

28 Years Of Experience
Full Time Taxidermist

State & Federally Licensed
North American, African & 

Exotic Game Specialist

Accepting Turkey & Fish Mounts - Deer & Exotic Game

Ghost Blind Dealer - $279.99

Located Off Rt. 50 
East Of

PARKERBURG, WV
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MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Topwater Baits For Bass

continue to the next page
Roger Bragg hooked a trout.  Photo 
courtesy of JBC Archery in Shady Spring.

   Topwaters are among the most 
exciting baits you can fi sh for bass. 
Besides, topwaters are often very 
productive and can sometimes out-
fi sh other techniques. In general, 
topwaters are most effective in 
warm to cool water, while slower, 
deeper baits such as jigs and worms 
are more effective in extremely 
cold and extremely hot water. If 
the water temperature is above 55 
degrees, a topwater should be the 
fi rst thing you throw in the morn-
ing. Topwaters are most effective 
in the early morning, late evening 
and during the calm before an ap-
proaching storm.
Poppers attract bass with a 
gurgling and popping sound on the 

water’s surface. Poppers should be 
retrieved in a series of starts and 
stops.
StickBaits have no action of 
their own and require the fi sher-
man’s skill to make them perform 
maneuvers such as “walking the 
dog.” These baits work well in 
open water, and around boat docks, 
tree lines, stump rows, etc.
Buzzbaits are similar to spin-
nerbaits but are designed to be 
fi shed on top. Fish them right 
across logjams, submerged weeds, 
sparse grass, etc.
Propbaits create a disturbance 
when jerked slightly. They work 
best when the water temperature 
is above 60 degrees. Work close to 
cover on heavy tackle or off long 
points on drop-offs on lighter tack-
le.
JerkBaits Use jerkbaits any-
time the water temperature is above 
55 degrees.
  When & Where to Fish Topwa-
ters
In general, topwaters tend to work 
best in the late spring (just after the 
spawn), summer and fall. In hot 
weather, topwaters will produce on 
schooling bass; in dense cover, fi sh 
a buzzbait right over the heads of 

bass. Topwaters are excellent baits 
for fi shing big, open water as well 
as shallow shorelines. For exam-
ple, if there is a drop-off from 15 to 
25 feet, a topwater will often draw 
strikes from bass that are suspend-
ing there, especially in clear wa-
ter. Long, tapering points are great 
places to try topwaters. Move to the 
end of the point and cast the area 
where the point falls off into deep 
water with a big topwater such as a 
stick bait. In extremely clear water 
with little structure, a silver, white, 
or gold minnow lure twitched qui-
etly on the surface will often pro-
duce explosive strikes. Fish topwa-
ters quickly in rivers and around 
extremely heavy cover. A buzzbait 
is ideal for these situations. The 
idea is to fi sh the lure fast over the 
heads of bass, provoking a reaction 
strike. In a river, bass may not enter 
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CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

Rt 1 Box 113A
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS • Diamond Deluxe • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
David Dewees (304) 545-3820  Curt Casto (304) 988-0482

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

• ATV Trails
• Horseback Trails
• Hunters Welcome
   Nearby Public Hunting
• 2 Bedroom Cabins
• Hot Tub - Outdoor Grill
• Central Air - Fully Equipped

49642 Varner Ridge Road
BEALLSVILLE, OH  43719

740-926-2040
www.kickinbackcabins.com

Advertise - 
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

REACH CUSTOMERS!

the current to strike.
Colors
Topwater color should match in a 
general way that of the dominate 
forage in your lake. But the color 
should more closely match than 
of baitfish that bottom-dwelling 
creatures. Therefore, a silver top-
water would tend to be a better 
choice than a brown one. Howev-
er, at night , use a black topwater, 
since black is the color that stands 
out most dramatically against the 
night sky to a bass looking upward. 
Chrome is an excellent choice in 
many reservoirs because it matches 
the colors of many baitfish, includ-
ing alewives and shad. Sometimes 
a bright secondary color such as 
red or orange adds to the produc-
tivity of the lure. Smallmouth often 
prefer outrageously colored topwa-
ters, including chartreuse and or-
ange. More about lure colors.
Tips
  Always have a follow-up bait lure 
for missed strikes (such as grubs, 
gitzits and worms). Sometimes a 
bass will strike at a topwater sever-

al times without connecting. When 
this happens, a plastic worm or jig 
immediately cast to the same area 
will often hook the fish.
Fish most topwaters with a fine-
wire cross-locking snap. Minnow 
baits are especially prone to slug-
gish action without them.
  Lightweight wooden topwaters in-
cluding minnows should be fished 
on light line for greater casting dis-
tance and improved action. Lures 
with violent action such as stick 
baits should be fished on 12 or 14 
pound test line, which will provide 
the right action without tangling in 
the lure’s hooks.
Sometimes no action is the best ac-
tion. A simple minnow lure or stick 
bait allowed to sit still for long pe-
riods can produce a strike.
In clear water, use a quieter lure. A 
minnow or sick bait is often better 
in a deep, clear highland reservoir 
than a noisier prop lure.
  When fishing around dense cover 
in a shallow lake, remove the tre-
ble hook of a popper or chugger 
and replace with a single weedless 
hook for fewer hang-ups.
When fishing topwaters, wait for 
the lure to disappear before setting 
the hook.
  Keep one rod equipped with a top-
water lure while fishing. When you 
spot a feeding bass working the 
surface, cast the topwater to it.
Topwaters are excellent lures to 
teach children the fun of bass fish-
ing. Once they see a bass explode 
on their lure, they’re hooked!
  I was once fishing at an average 

sized pond that had not been fished 
in over 10 years. I was debating 
what to use and came to a float-
ing Rapala in my tackle box. I cast 
right in the middle of the pond and 
saw literally what looked like 50 

Brandon Keys hooked several cat-
fish.  Photo courtesy of Backwater Bait in 
Newport, Ohio.
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

BIG
BEAR ADVENTURES

NW Ontario, Canada

NOW BOOKING
2010 Bear & Wolf
Hunts - Lodging

& Ice Fishing

Call: 1-807-857-2248

RIVERVIEW DOG
SUPPLIES & FEED

• BLAZER
• NITE LITE
• COMPETITION
• DOG BOXES

BAGS OF CORN
DOG FEED

DOG SUPPLIES
TRAIL CAMERAS

“Anything for the Houndsman”

1 Mile West of 

Grantsville, WV
304-532-2174

Dave Gray hooked a walleye. continue to the next page

fish sitting under it, waiting. I gave 
it a tiny twitch and oh my. It was 
like World War III on that pond. I 
caught and released 35 bass in an 
hour. It’s been my most memorable 
fishing experience. -- Curt Snyder
  I have to say, for topwaters, the 
Rapala Original Floating minnow 
is one of my favorites, along with 
the Skitter Pop and the Skitter Prop. 
I’ve had success with all three of 
these lures, and highly recommend 
them to everyone.   After much 
practice with topwater lures I found 
that one of the best is the Jitterbug. 
My favorite colors are yellow with 
red stripes, black, coach dog, and 
bass. Use the bigger jointed ones. 
-- Adam for bass
Fish a white mouse on river banks 
along logs and brushy cover. You 
want to fish a slow. Twitch it 
about 1-3 times and then let it sit 
for about 5-8 seconds. Hold on! -- 
Basslunkerlover
 When using the Devil’s Horse 
jerkbait, let sit for about 10 seconds 
and then jerk again in calm water. 

   Bluegill fishing is one of the most 
popular game fish in North Ameri-
ca. Most people’s first fishing trip 
involved catching a lot of fighting 
bluegill.
  While fishing for bluegill might 
be a good way to introduce some-
one to the world of fishing, experi-
enced fisherman know that bluegill 
fishing is for people of all ages and 
skill levels. Bluegill are one of the 
best tasting freshwater fish and are 
excellent additions to any fishfry.
  The premium time for bluegill 
fishing is from late spring to early 
autumn. The best tempurature out-
side would be around 70 degrees so 
the bluegill will be in shallow water 
next to the shore. This makes locat-
ing the bluegill very easy to locate 
and fill up your stringer quickly. 
When the tempurature gets warm-
er, as it does in most areas in the 
midwestern US, the bluegill move 
to deeper water and are more dif-

Bluegill Fishing Tips
ficult to find without working with 
the ol’ depthfinder.
Bluegill Bait and Tackle
   I’ll start with the rod and reel. Let’s 
keep it simple. For bluegill fishing 
you really don’t need a fancy setup. 
A simple pole and reel combination 
that you can buy at any store will 
work well when fising for bluegill 
or bream. If you want to step it up 
a notch I recommend a lite graphite 
shakespeare Uglystick. They are 
really flexible and have sensitive 
rod tips so you can easily feel the 
bluegills nibbling at your bait. For 
the reel, pickup a light spinning 
reel. For bluegill fishing, be sure to 
use a light pound test because blue-
gill can be scared off by heavy line 
flopping into the water and they 
can also feel it a lot easier when 
pecking at the small baits.
  Bluegill might be the least picky 
eaters out there, but some bait are 
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SPORT SHOP
305  N. Lewis St.

GLENVILLE, WV
304-462-7307

• RODS
• REELS
• TACKLE
• LIVE BAIT

Game Checking
Hunt/Fish License

Guns • Ammo 
 Turkey Calls

Camo Clothing
Groceries & Beer

Musky & Bass Tackle

Mon - Sat 9am to 6pm

JM Outdoors
MUSKY TACKLE BY:
Myers Lures • TJ Lures 

NJB •Crane

Buckwear T-Shirts!
Special order of scopes, 

laser rangefinders, binocs 
and other hunting products.

“The Shops at 46 Main”
Main St.    Buckhannon, WV

304-924-6875

www.abbagoochie.com
Jim Wilson

P.O. Box 117
Valley Head, WV 26294
only $12.95 + $3.50 S/H

Include Your Payment
And Name & Address

To Order - Mail To

ORDER YOUR
BOOK TODAY

Wyatt Cales hooked a smallmouth  
Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country Store 
in Deerwalk.

are more enticing to the ‘gills than 
others of course. My favorite live 
bait when bluegill fishing has to be 
crickets. I’ve had many instances 
where a bluegill jumps up and in-
hales the cricket right before it hits 
the water. When I did well in a cou-
ple panfish tournaments using only 
crickets. Live bait rigs are easy to 
setup. Just put a bobber or float on 
your line about a 18 inches up your 
line. Then put on a lightweight 
splitshot weight about 2 inches up 
the line. After that put your choice 
of small hook. Hook your bait 
through the back so it can wriggle 
and you’re ready to catch those 
‘gills. Bluegill love other livebaits 
as well such as waxworms, flys, 
and beetles.
  When I don’t want to mess with 
the hassle of using live bait when 
fishing for bluegill, I go for the arti-
ficial lures. My favorite lure to use 
would be a simple jig setup. The 
hooks come preweighted at the 
head for easy use and jigs come in 
a variety of colors. The bluegill in 
my area love the brown with pep-
per specks and the pink and white 
jigs. YOu can buy a huge variety of 
them for cheap at any store with a 
sporting goods section so try out all 
the colors to figure out which one 
gets the best reaction when bluegill 

fishing in your local body of wa-
ter. Another lure that works well 
is a roostertail spinnerbait. These 
are minature spinnerpaits with a 
hairlike skirt coming off the body 
and bluegill love these as well 
when they are active. Personally, 
I prefer the jigs because they are 
cheaper and less work reeling but 
you choose the one to your taste of 
course.

   The West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources (DNR) cautions 
all residents that feeding black bears 
is a violation of state law, as well as 
a misguided disservice to our state 
animal, according to Colin Carpen-
ter, black bear project leader for the 
DNR Wildlife Resources Section.
 “It is understandable that some 
people will illegally set out food 
to get a glimpse of this beautiful 
animal,” Carpenter said. “Howev-
er, these actions often result in the 
death of the bear.  Bear movements 
are tied to food sources. Bears that 
wander near residential areas in 
search of food are less likely to 
stay and become a nuisance if they 
do not find anything to eat.”
  Capturing and moving bears that 
have become accustomed to hu-
mans is a costly and often ineffec-

Don’t Feed The Bears

continue to the next page



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121Blace Hutchens hooked a musky.  

Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in 
Hinton.

Summer 2010 ~ Page 27

tive way of addressing the prob-
lem, especially when faced with 
the possibility of merely moving a 
problem bear from one area to an-
other.  That is why wildlife agen-
cies around the country tell people 
that a “fed bear is a dead bear.”
 Bear populations have increased 
and expanded across the state in the 
past 10 years.  Bears are now found 
in areas where they have been ab-
sent for decades, and have been re-
ported in all 55 counties.  Multiple 
reports of sows with cubs have 
been received from the northern 
and western portions of the state. 
 Human/bear interactions in-
crease during the spring and sum-
mer for several reasons.  Natural 
food sources are at their lowest 
point when bears leave their dens 
in the spring. High-energy foods 
such as serviceberries, blackber-
ries, raspberries and blueberries do 
not become available until later in 
the summer. In addition, the bear 
breeding season, which peaks from 
late June through July, puts many 
bears on the move. During the 
breeding season, males will cover 
large areas while searching for fe-
males. This is also the time of year 
when adult female bears will chase 
off their yearlings so that they may 
breed again. All bears, but espe-
cially yearlings that are on their 

own for the first time, will take ad-
vantage of easy food sources. Bears 
will continue on their way if they 
do not find easy food sources.
 Bears quickly become habituated 
to handouts in the form of trash, 
bird seed and pet food, and lose 
their fear of humans. Bears that 
have lost their fear of humans re-
sort to raiding garbage, outdoor 
freezers, storage sheds, vehicles 
and other structures associated 
with people.  Unfortunately, when 
these activities are repeated, DNR 
personnel are forced to humanely 
destroy the offending animal for 
safety reasons.
 “The unintentional feeding of 
black bears is something that can be 
prevented,” Carpenter explained.  
“Garbage needs to be secured in a 
bear-proof facility and placed out 
for collection on the morning of 
pick-up, not the night before. Food 
scraps that produce large amounts 
of odor should be sealed in a plas-
tic bag before being placed in the 
trash. Residents should remove 
all outside pet food at night, and 

bird feeders should be taken down, 
cleaned and stored until late fall to 
further discourage bears from feed-
ing around human habitation.”
  Feeding of any wildlife should be 
avoided for numerous reasons, in-
cluding, but not limited to, disease 
transmission, increased predation, 
habitat destruction around the feed-
ing site, ethical concerns, and the 
animal’s overall health. Following 
these practical and common sense 
recommendations will reduce hu-
man/bear conflicts .

Another New River smallmouth 
was caught.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.



FULL MOON 
TEAM 

CHALLENGE

Sponsored By:
Battle Run Ramp
7:30PM to 7AM 

6/19•7/10•8/7        

Two Flights Over 50 Teams

$1,000 1st

Over 35 Teams$100 per Team
Plus $10 Optional Big Bass

Big Bass Pays 2 Places
 Over 25 Teams

Number Of Places Paid
Based On Entered Teams.
Pro-rated Less Or More

Than 35 TeamsOpen To All Teams

Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521

Vienna, WV 26105
304-295-8450

wvsport@wirefire.com

• 6 Fish Limit per Team
• 6 oz. Dead Bass
• Courtesy Board
• Obey DNR Rules
• Subject To Polygraph
• Complete Rules At Events
• No Off-Limits Before Events
  REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 6PM 

THREE LAKE NIGHT - SUMMERSVILLE LAKE

Rt. 152 Just Outside Of Huntington, WV
LAVALETTE,WV

304-525-4556  www.thegreatoutoorsmarine.com

#1 In
WV

Best Western Summersville
Lake Motor Inn

1203 South Broad St.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

304-872-6900
800780-7234

Just Off The
4 Lane

Boaters Welcome

Summersville
Lake - Night

New For 2010 
• Lower Entry Fee
• Sign Up At The Ramp Only
• No Late Fees
• Boat Numers Assigned 
  At The Ramp
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Overall Weights For The 3 Events
WIll Determine Champions

• 1st Place Trophies Will Be Awarded



 

Benefits: 
 Easy to use! 

 Fewer snags!! 

 Loud rattle!! 

 Great Action & suspension!! 

 Invisible!! 

 Odorless 

 100% Lead-free! 

 And Limestone can help water quality! 

Sinker Shop: 
 Class I variety pack $2.98/pk. 12  
     (good for trout & pan) 

 Class II variety pack $2.98/pk. 10 
(good for bass & cats) 

 
 Highest Quality Hooks $1.00/pk. 
 
 Class I Pouch, 53 pcs. $6.00 
     (sinkers & hooks) 
 
 Class II Pouch, 51 pcs. $8.00 
     (sinkers & hooks) 
 
 126 Pc. QUICK ORDER $19.96 
     (Everything you need to fish WV) 

 

  

All sinkers are handcrafted in WV!! 

Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

FISHING BOAT RENTALS
Fishing Guide Service

Stonewall • Burnsville • Sutton Lakes

Docking Slip Rentals
New Slips Available

Up to 50 Feet

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller

G. Loomis Rods
Yamamoto & More!

304-853-2822
~LIVE BAIT~

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfi shing Supplies

GIANT
ROD SALE

PONTOON
RENTALS

Rob Ciarapica hooked a 3 pound 
bass.

Robbie Ciarapica caught a bass at 
Elk Fork Lake.

Martin Hess, from Sand Fork, 
brought in a 4 pound brown trout.
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22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100
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Brad Cline hooked a big hybrid .

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

6988 US Highway 19N 
Roanoke, WV  26447 

 

 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 
email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 

website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins 
conveniently located one mile off 

Interstate 79, Exit 91, one mile south 
on US 19 toward Stonewall Resort 

 Recently built log cabins are 
exceptionally clean and beautifully 
decorated to be your home away 
from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful 
and safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub 
sleep two 

 Four person cabins have full bed 
and two twin beds 

Hickory House Restaurant 
Phone 304-269-7373

1137 US Highway 19N 
Jane Lew, WV  26378 

 

During your stay be sure to visit 
Hickory House Restaurant near 

Historic Jackson’s Mill, where you’ll 
find the Best BBQ in WV!  “The 

Hickory Wood makes it Good!” 

Call or visit website for rates, additional information, and policies.  A 50% 
deposit is required for reservations.  Major credit cards are accepted. 

 Six person cabins have king or 
queen bed and two full beds, 
whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four 
bedrooms, two baths, and an eight 
person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Full bath with shower  
 Gas log fireplace and air 

conditioning 
 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Linens and other amenities 

provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, and gas grill 

outside  
 Stocked ponds, playground, and 

horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift 

shop, WV souvenirs, and many 
unique hillbilly gifts 

 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine 

restaurants and Arnold Palmer 
Signature Golf Course, and 2,650 
acre Stonewall Jackson Lake with 
all types of water recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just two minutes away 

 Watch for new cabins coming soon 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central 
West Virginia, just  two minutes from Stonewall 

Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

 • Viper Archery • Muzzy • G5 • Wildlife Research • Merrell
Code Blue • Carbon Express • Hunters Specialties • Summit • Rage

Ammunition • Guns (Ordered) • Full Line Archery
 LIVE BAIT - Goldfish • Shiners • Minnows • Nightcrawlers • More

Bass - Musky - Trout - Panfi sh Lures
Powell Rods • Jackall Lures • Skeet Reese Rods • Zoom • Warrior

War Eagle • Yamamoto • Trokar Hooks • Robo Worm • Seaguar Line

PSE
BOWTECH

Parker

Mon - Fri 10-8
Sat 10-6

Closed Sun

NEW INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE - LEAGUES FORMING NOW    
Rt. 14 - (North of Vienna) BOAZ, WV  304-375-2070

Drinks Snacks www.madsportinggoods.com
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NEW LOCATION

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“Get Ready For Bow Season At Our NEW Location”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Allen Broadheads
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

Jeanie Harmon hooked a 24 po-
ound catfi sh.  Photo courtesy of PC 
Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

MAIL OR EMAIL
BIG FISH PHOTOS
FORM ON PAGE 38

Chris Hall landed a nice hybrid 
bass. Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in 
Elizabeth.

www.tristatateccw.com

(304)389-5598
3324 US Rt. 60 Huntington, WV 25705

ADVANCED HANDGUN & SHOTGUN

RELOADING
CONCEAL CARRY CLASSES



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Georgia Boots - Case Knives

• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes
• Fishing Tackle  
 Game Cameras

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission
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Nice crappie caught by Feron 
Speelman.  Photo courtesy of Riverside 
Bait  & Tackle in Hockingport.

Randy Timmons, from Harrisville, 
landed a 45” musky.  

WHEELER’S SPORTS
Elkins, WV - (304) 636-3430

Off Rt. 33 East

Looking For Hard To Find Guns & Ammo?
Come To Wheelers! Area’s Largest Stock

Of Guns & Ammo

Over 1,400
Guns In Stock

BUY 3
Get 1 FREE
HI-POINT

Open 6:30 am
Closed Wed. & Sun.

1 Hi-Point

1 Hi-Point

1 Hi-Point

1 Hi-Point

$169

$229

$229

FREE

9mm

40 S-W

45 ACP

380 ACP
Prices Good While Supply Lasts

WE HAVE AMMO IN STOCK FOR THESE GUNS

OVER

200
HI-POINTS
IN STOCK

Sam Sutton, from Parkersburg got 
a 23 pound gobbler with an 11” 
beard.  



It’s A Snap - Crankbaits

continue to the next page
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PAWN
JIM’S GUN SHOP

RT #6 BOX 248
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-1037
FISHING TACKLE  CAMPING SUPPLIES

ARCHERY  TRAPPING SUPPLIES

Advertise In The

W. Va. Sportsman
Distributed & Also Free

On The Internet
Details On Page 3

GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Bowtech • Diamond • Hoyt • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

28 Yaers
Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

Chris Newell shot a nice gobbler.  
Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country Stoe in 
Deerwalk.

  Four crankbaits wobbling on the 
ends of four long lengths of lead 
core are effective at seining the 
depths for deep walleyes. That is, 
until one of the crankbaits snags a 
leaf, stick or some other assorted 
debris. Then it runs sideways. With 
the other lines nearby crisscrossing 
in the same water depths, it doesn’t 
take a fishing genius to know a tan-
gled disaster is in the making. Time 
to crank in that line – all 150 feet 
of it. 
  Open-water trollers negate many 
of the tangling problems with plan-
er boards, of course. Planer boards 
serve a variety of other purposes, 
but keeping lines spread out and 
under control while fishing sus-
pended walleyes is job one. 

Deep-water river trollers (and re-
ally, trollers who are using lead 
core anywhere) can accomplish 
the same purpose by swapping a 
few of their lead-core rods for set-
ups with superline and heavy snap 
weights. This trick is really nothing 
new, but it is not commonly seen 
in conjunction or as a substitute for 
lead-core trolling.
  Yet, some pros, such as Pat Neu of 
Forestville, Wis., and Dan Stier of 
Mina, S.D., are rapidly learning the 
benefits of running the two in tan-
dem, or even abandoning lead core 
altogether. Dealing with a tangled 
mess of lead core, lead lines and 
crankbaits, particularly with cold 
hands during a big-river tourna-
ment, is likely to encourage anyone 
to search for a better way. 
  “In water that lends itself to use 
with lead core, you often have four 
lines running alongside one anoth-
er within a 25-foot area,” Neu said. 
“That’s just a recipe for disaster 
if one of them picks up some de-
bris. So I started looking for rigs 
that would still get lures down to 
the fish but would spread them out 
both horizontally and vertically. 
  “I remembered some tricks we 
began using on Lake Michigan 
with snap weights and superlines 
to get dodgers and flashers down to 
salmon in the 40- to 60-foot depth 
range. This was about 10 years ago 
when the lake began clearing up, 
and you had to fish deep because 

Sterling Stover, from Hinton, shot 
a Corsican ram.

the salmon were being spooked by 
the boats overhead.” 
  Snap-weight rigs can still be used 
in conjunction with two lead-core 
lines, offering similar amounts of 
coverage without all the tangling 
hassles. Plus, the weights have the 
added benefit of collecting surface 
debris that gathers on the line be-
fore it can reach the crankbait. That 



#2 Walnut St.
Belpre, Ohio
740-423-6541

Factory Authorized
Full Line Dealer

1-877-HEY-DAVE

Smoker Craft
171 Pro Bass

Complete Rig 17’10”
Boat, Mercury 9.9 HP EL

Trailer, Trolling Motor
Fish Finder • Mooring Cover

Batteries & More
Includes Freight & Pre

READY TO FISH PRICE

$11,989

PONTOON & PLEASURE BOATS

CERTIFIED
Mercury

Service Center
“If you bought it here 

FINE. If not FINE also.”

TYGART LAKE 
PROPERTY
464 Acres 

2 1/2 Miles Waterfront
City Water - Timber

Great Location
Barbour County
$1,300,000

304-457-1869

is not possible with lead core – yet 
another advantage of this system 
that Stier learned from a veteran 
South Dakota angler several years 
ago. 
  “He always made fun of lead-core 
trollers,” Stier said. “He didn’t 
use anything other than snaps for 
contour-trolling crankbaits. I’ve 
learned that by using snap weights, 
you can be in the strike zone lon-
ger, adjust quickly by reeling up 
or releasing line, and land fish or 
retrieve baits in about a third of the 
time that you can with lead core. 
Plus, because you’re using braided 
line, you can see the vibration of 
your crankbait through your rod 
tip. That’s critical, especially in a 
river system where you have a lot 
of debris – and it’s not always easy 
to see with lead core. If you pick up 
trash and the bait stops wobbling, 
it’s instantly ineffective.” 
 Ease of use, tangle-free and ca-
pable of reaching the depths – you 
can’t ask for much more from a 
trolling system to chase the con-
tours of deep water.

Tommy Richards bagged a gob-
bler.  Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country 
Store in Deerwalk.

Phylip Williams, from Sandyville, 
caught a bass..  

Simple set
The technique is deceptively sim-
ple to fish. 
  “I’ve fished with people this way, 
and many of them have asked, 
‘Why haven’t I been doing this all 
along?’” Neu said. 
  Some basic crankbait trolling 
knowledge and the ability to read a 
depth finder are required. Neu has 
found at 1.8 to 2 mph, the speeds he 
typically runs crankbaits, the depth 
he wants to hit with his crankbaits 
will closely match the length of line 
from the rod to the snap weight, 
given an 8-ounce weight, 30-foot 
lead, diving crankbait and 14/6 su-
perline. 
  “Basically, you let out 30 feet of 
line on your line counter and clip 
on the weight,” Neu said. “Then, 
reset your reel and let out another 
length of line that corresponds to 
the depth you’re fishing – 25 feet 
of line for 25 feet of water, in other 
words. Then, put it in the rod hold-

continue to the next page
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"Business Goes Where Invited -
Stays Where Appreciated"

Colonial Hotel - Motel
Hunters & Fishermen

Welcome
TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201

Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

            1/2 Mile from
  Audra State Park in WV
  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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Elkins
Motor
Lodge

Harrison Av.
ELKINS, WV

(304)
636-1400

HUNTERS WELCOME
 1863 TAVERN

Toll Free
877-636-1863

SWAROVSKI
ScopesT&T GUN SHOP

GUNS • AMMO • ACCESSORIES
Reloading Supplies - Powder - Primers - Bullets - Dies & More

KOWA
Optimed Spotting Scopes

Jolynne Addition
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-AMMO

Karl Moreland shot a turkey.  Photo 
courtesy of Reese’s Country Store in Deer-
walk.

HUNTERS
and

FISHERMEN
WELCOME

• HBO
• 70 ROOMS
• COFEE & HOT BREAKFAST
• MICROWAVE & REFRIGERATOR
  AVAILABLE
NEARBY HUNTING & FISHING AT 
STONECOAL AND STONEWALL 

JACKSON LAKES

 2906 US Hwy 33 East
WESTON, WV
(304) 269-7000

FREE ELECTRIC HOOK-UPS
FOR BASS BOATS

866-301-7016
Toll Free

er and wait for a strike. It’s that 
simple.” 
  Stier’s setup is virtually identical, 
although he allows for a 50-foot 
lead (still trolling at approximately 
2 mph). 
  “Fifty feet of line will usually pro-
vide about half of any crankbait’s 
diving depth,” he said. “If you have 
a bait that dives to around 12 feet 
or so, 50 feet is often about right.” 
  Stier has used this technique in 
water as shallow as 7 feet and as 
deep as 70 feet. He sticks with 8-
ounce weights regardless. 
  Experiment a bit with the lead 
length you prefer. If you use a 

slightly heavier or lighter sinker, 
or if you have a favorite crankbait 
that runs a little shallower or digs 
a little deeper, some adjustments 
may be in order. These numbers are 
simply good starting points. Also, 
it is important to note the weight 
isn’t dragging along bottom. Rath-
er, it hovers above, with the line at 
roughly a 45-degree angle in the 
water column. The crankbait actu-
ally dives and runs below it. 
  Both Neu and Stier often run two 
lead-core lines and two snap-weight 
lines (where legal, of course). The 
lead-core rods are typically run on 
the corners of the boat, while the 
snap weights are fished on the in-
side, directly out the back of the 
boat. This reduces, or even elimi-
nates, the chances of them crossing 
one another. 
Simple equipment
  Neu uses an 8 1⁄2- to 10-foot lead-
core rod for this presentation. He 
likes a rod with a stout backbone 
but with a light tip so he can tell 
when the lure hits bottom and when 
it picks up debris. 
  Stier varies his rod lengths de-

Robert Buckland hooked a golden 
trout.  Photo courtesy of Three Rivers 
Edge in Hinton.

continue to the next page

pending on where they are posi-
tioned in the boat. Outside rods are 
generally 10 to 12 feet long. Inside 
rods might be as short as 6 feet. 



Twin Lakes Camper Sales

12,000 Lb. Hitches
As Low As $99

Rt. 33 East of Weston
Turn Left  Exit 99 - I-79

WESTON,WV      304-269-3357

New Campers In Stock

Sandpiper
Wildwood
Rockwood

Century
Toppers

BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132

Live
Bait

Tri - Lakes
Rt. 19  Walkersville

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson
Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes

Ammo
Live Bait
Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
Chalets - Call For Reservations
Eat-in or Carry Out Food - Pizza

Hoagies - Subs - Burgers 
 Beverages - More 6am to 10pm Mon - Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

GAS

304-452-8870
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BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN
NEW & USED GUNS - MORE

BUCKHANNON, WV
304-472-1177

A large New River smallmouth 
was caught Photo courtesy of PC Bait 
& Tackle in Hinton.

continue to the next page

Neu uses Off Shore Tackle snap 
weights. The typical size is 8 ounc-
es as mentioned, but 6-ouncers are 
sometimes used as well, particu-
larly when fishing shallow water. 
Similar to a planer board, these 
weights are attached to the line with 
an OR16 Snap Weight Clip that has 
a tiny protrusion through the center 
of the pad. The protruding stud on 
the OR16 clip keeps the clip from 
pulling off the line even with an 8-
ounce weight attached. 
  Crankbait choices run the gamut, 
but something with a fair amount 
of wobble is best. Stier likes Salmo 
Hornets and Rapala Shad Raps. 
Neu often uses Reef Runners and 
SPRO MadEye Shads. 
  “You can really see them work-
ing in the rod tip, and it’s easy to 
tell when they pick up sticks and 
stuff,” Neu said. “Diving baits will 
pull down and run under the snap 
weight, but stick baits need longer 
leads to run under the ball. That’s 
important to note. Also, if you’re 
using a smaller shallower-running 
bait, like when you’re fishing early 
in the season, you might be able to 

use a shorter lead.” 
Simple execution
  Pulling a sizeable crankbait in 
current with an 8-ounce weight at-
tached to the line will keep the rod 
loaded up, but detecting a strike 
isn’t a problem. 
  “The instant you pick up debris, 
the rod tip stops vibrating so you 
don’t troll very long with a fouled 
lure,” Neu said. “There’s also no 
doubt when you get a strike. They 
just nail it. And because you have 
so much less line out, you spend a 
lot less time reeling them in. That’s 
important in a tournament.” 
  Keeping fish hooked up isn’t a 
problem. If you have a partner, 
he needs to be ready as the snap 
weight comes over the side of the 
boat. Unclipping it should be a flu-
id motion with one hand while the 
other hand keeps the lead taut. But 
with the current and the rod loaded 
from the weight and the fish, this 
isn’t too difficult. 
  “I was fishing like this at a PWT 
event in Mobridge, and it was easy 
to remove the weight and keep ten-
sion on the fish, even when I was 
by myself pre-fishing,” Neu said. 
 Stier uses his reel’s clicker when 

fishing with snap weights. 
  “I set the clicker, back the drag 
off until it clicks, and then tighten 
it slightly,” he said. “When a fish 
hits, you’ll often hear it before you 
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it. Don’t get in a hurry. Lots of 
guys want to pick the rod up and 
immediately begin reeling. But 
the current and the forward mo-
tion of the boat will cause that fish 
to rise right to the surface most of 
the time. I just pick up my rod and 
wait until the fish is up. When the 
clicker stops, I tighten the drag just 
a bit and reel it in.” 
  Many fishing innovations and 
techniques have been created be-
cause of certain shortcomings 
or general discontent with other 
methods, but that doesn’t mean the 
other methods don’t still work and 
don’t still have their place. Lead-
core trolling is a time-honored art, 
but it does take some time to mas-
ter, and maintaining a spread of 
lead-core lines in water with heavy 
debris can be challenging. 
  Snap weights, superlines and 
crankbaits provide a viable, easy-
to-use alternative for deep-con-
tour trolling. And using them in 
conjunction with lead-core lines 
is still an option. Then again, once 
you try the snap-weight system for 
yourself, deploying them with lead 
core might not be an option – your 
lead-core reels could be gathering 
dust in the garage.

Brian Harvey landed an impres-
sive 9 pound, 12 oz. rainbow trout.  
Photo courtesy of Three Rivers Edge in 
Hinton.

www.wvasportsman.net



WORD SEARCHWORD SEARCHWORD SEARCHWORD SEARCHWORD SEARCH

C
U
R
A
E
K
C
O
R
A
C
A
R
E
Y
E
L
L
A
W

E
E
T
O
U
D
E
N
D
B
E
N
E
L
L
I
U
A
P
S

R
S
E
M
I
A
A
D
E
E
K
H
E
R
H
P
R
A
C
U

A
B
U
P
I
S
N
L
H
R

   L
   S

E
G
A
H
N
A
K
S

G
R
S
S
A
E
H
O
L
I
U
I
U
E
N
W
O
A
E
K

D
O
U
U
S
N
N
G
L
Y
K
F
U
M
N
L
R
S
R
E

H
W
G
E
A
E
O
R
U
K
T
L
A
O
E
K
T
K
E
L

C
E
U
R
T
L
T
T
B
H
O
L
E
U
L
R
H
O
L
L

R
I
A
I
D
R
C
O
E
D
S
A
R
T
P
R
E
O
R
U

E
N
H
E
G
E
T
H
D
S
W
F
R
H
T
E
R
R
G
N

P
W
H
L
L
N
T
R
A
E
A
D
E
L
L
G
N
B
L
G

D
O
Y
P
R
C
W
T
N
I
T
U
E
O
O
I
A
N
I
E

O
N
R
R
I
V
E
R
E
P
S
N
U
E
D
D
U
L
S
T

L
I
I
B
L
A
C
K
F
B
S
S
T
R
R
M
R
O
O
Y

E
A
D
S
M
A
L
L
M
O
U
T
H
T
G
E
C
U
R
L

R
R
A
S
R
D
E
A
I
U
L
L
I
G
E
U
L
B
C
T

S
A
F
L
A
T
H
E
A
D
R
E
T
S
E
H
S
S
A
B

D
A
S
L
U
G
W
O
L
L
E
Y
D
E
P
I
R
T
S
R

U
I
E
F

  C
K
E
E
A
Y
R
E
M
A
C
G
T
O
I

M

 Walleye • Pickerel • Musky • Bass • Tiger • Brook • Yellow

Sauger • Fallfish • Largemouth • Catfish • Bluegill • Smallmouth

Muskellunge • Trout • Flathead • Striped • Rainbow • White •

Black • Bullhead • Channel • Perch • Carp • Drum • Pike • Rock

Hybrid • Golden • Spotted • Chain • River • Northern • Eel

A
B
B
S
E

  H
O
W
O
O
N
N
G
A
H
T
P
O
N
D

It's Always
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At  ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

WILD BOAR
     Exotic Sheep * Goats
   Sika Deer * Fallow Deer
    Mule Deer/Antelope In Wyoming

Whitetail Hunts In
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502

Large Fish & Game Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Game_______________  Bow __  Gun__  Points_____Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for citation fish &
game animal pictures from 2010.

E-mail  wvsport.@wirefire.com

Reese's
Country

Store

GAS

FOOD

AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES

GAME CHECKING

MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items
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Gray Quarry

Rustic Stack

Everglade Field

State 
Outline

High Country StoneHigh Country Stone
Broomstraw Ridge Road

500’ Off Rt. 3
Jumping Branch, WV

Mountain Stream
Gray Stack

State Outline
Everglade Field

Rustic Stack
Mountain Stream

Special Blend
High Country Quarry

Specializing In 
Veneer Building 

Stone

304-466-5400

Guns & Pistols Taxidermist

AND
TAXIDERMY

10 - 6
 Mon to Sat

Lay-Away
Available

Over 150 Guns In Stock • New & Used • Buy - Sell - Trade
Glock Armorer • Reloading Supplies • Ammunition In Stock

Full Time Taxidermist - 15 Years Experience
Fish - Turkey - Whitetail Shoulder Mounts - Lifesize Game - Rugs

• .380 Ammo
• Concealed Carry
Classes Available

• Liberty Safes

$20 Off
Taxidermy 

Mount
Bring In Ad

3322 Rt. 60
Across From WalMart
HUNTINGTON,WV

304-521-6888
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